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that can be cured or controlled by putting drugs in the drinking water. Perhaps Epsom salts would be an exception, but that can hardly be called a cure for anything but constipation.
For many years the grower of swine has felt the urge to feed promiscuous tonics and conditioners. This is thought to be necessary if one intends to obtain quick and profitable gains. Thousands of dollars are wasted annually that might be well spent for other things. Hogs suffer chiefly from hog cholera, necro, and worms. The standard tonic is worse than useless to cure or control any of these. In fact, they actually do positive damage, because they give the owner a false sense of security and delay the time for carrying out simple and practical methods of control. Farmers who depend on the itinerant peddler for veterinary advice are bound to pay heavily for it.
Recently, mineral feeding was introduced as a valuable aid to the proper balancing of a ration. Not satisfied with this help, claims are now being made that mineral feeding will cure and prevent many of the common diseases of cattle and hogs. This is, of course, preposterous. Some say that minerals will increase the size of the litter of pigs, even though the sow is scheduled to farrow in the next week or two. Claims are made that mineral feeding will prevent worms and necro. This is beyond all reason, and the man who tries this is doomed to disappointment.
Hardly a year passes that some new panacea is not brought out for the prevention of hog cholera and other swine diseases. It is the writer's opinion that good hogs can be raised on clean ground, free from worms and necro, without the aid of panaceas and tonics. One might continue indefinitely a recital of such practices. It suffices to say that it is simply going at the trouble blindfolded and no relief can be expected. How much better it would be to adopt such reasonable practices as those mentioned a few pages back. Then, also, the local veterinarian is there to help and should be employed whenever necessary. No matter